THE ADRIATIC: A SEA OF CULTURE 
5 inspiring itineraries to discover the history, art and culture that live on in the ebb and flow of this ancient sea, 5 legs of a fascinating voyage following a thread of exploration and tradition: Venice, Ancona, Lecce, Ascoli Piceno e Teramo.
Marinas, a project aimed at promoting the Adriatic as a sea of union and continuity, reconstructing its complexity of history, culture, economy and society. A project aimed at tourists keen on themes rather than destinations, aimed at those who choose to travel and discover by sea.
www.adrimarinas.eu 

1st LEG
PROVINCE OF VENICE – the lodges
PORT OF CALL: 

- Marina del Sole 

Via Valgrande, 7

30015 Chioggia 
Tel: +39 041 490896 - Fax: +39 041 490896
info@marinadelsole.it, www.marinadelsole.it
MEANS OF TRANSPORT: an ATN laguna Sud excursion boat, for further information and bookings http://www.atnlagunasud.it/ 

An itinerary that winds through a tranquil and appealing environment, floating between the sky and the water, a dip into local history, rich in traditions, picturesque lodges and fishermen’s tales. Once inside the Brondolo harbour entrance (Punta Bacucco) and having sailed up the river Brenta, the  Marina del Sole (located in the village of Valcerere) is the ideal place to set off from, starting a route that will explore the fragile balance between the sea and land, a waterscape carved by the river and preserved by man. The boat-trip allows visitors to drink up the magic of this area, savouring the echoes of heritage and the delights of unspoilt nature. Following the course of the Fosse canal and the outer Lombardo canal, Chioggia is reached. Known as ‘the little Venice’ for it’s narrow alleys and its herring-bone pattern of canals, this town boasts a unique atmosphere, a heart that beats strong in its historic centre. Following on in the same direction, the trip continues travelling the whole length of Pellestrina, dotted with small-holdings and quaint brightly-painted houses. Even today, you are likely to come across the lace-makers, who gather in front of their houses to fashion their bobbin lace on pillows. The next leg of the outing takes us to casone di Valle Averto, a lagoon lodge which houses a WWF nature reserve; it is a prime example of the aquaculture estates typical of this lagoon: large areas of brackish water, reed beds, clumps of hygrophile trees, wild meadows, canals and hedges, a singular environment that is home to a wide variety of easily-spotted fauna. Tracking back towards the Piovego canal, then turning left you come across the striking Valle Zappa hunting lodge. This impressive hunting lodge (built in 1925) stands out for its unusual architecture recalling a Northern European style. Around this lodge the lagoon is used for aquaculture, rearing sea bass, sea bream and crab for the flourishing fish-markets in Rialto and all over the Veneto region. Heading on in the same direction our next sight is the Padovana tower at Valle Figheri. Along the Buello canal, you will encounter the casone Prime Poste e Millecampi ruins, constructed on two small islands just barely above the water level. Finally, the route turns into the Perognola canal, and takes us back to Chioggia.
2nd LEG
PROVINCE OF ANCONA – Mount Conero
PORT OF CALL: 

Marina Dorica

Via Mattei, 42

60125 Ancona

Tel: +39 071 54800 - Fax +39 071 54081, info@marinadorica.it, www.marinadorica.it 
MEANS OF TRANSPORT: automobile (car-hire operator at Ancona railway station, about 15 minutes’ walk from the marina); alternatively, public transportation lines Conerobus number 94 (headed for Portonovo) from Ancona railway station or Reni coaches (headed for Sirolo).
On reaching Ancona from the sea, one is immediately struck by a sweeping view. First, entering this unexpectedly spectacular harbour offers a sequence of sights: a Roman triumphal arch built right on the quayside, a second archway, by Vanvitelli, dating back to the seventeen hundreds, then a little further up, hanging on the hill, the Romanic cathedral nestled between the splendid facades of the surrounding palazzi, bell-towers and ancient doorways. By following the ancient city walls we come to Lazzaretto, a pentagonal building built by Vanvitelli. From this point Mount Conero is easily reached, a leisurely day-trip into the countryside. The Mount and its surroundings are looked after by the Parco del Conero, which officially became a regional nature reserve in 1987. It covers an area of 6019 hectares of a wide variety of lush vegetation. In just over 15 minutes the foot of the Mount is reached, here lies Portonovo: a haven of  unspoilt nature. The Mediterranean bush vegetation covers the coastal areas right down to the water’s edge, the crystal-clear water laps gently on the smooth pure white Conero stone pebble beach. Reeds and other plants native to Adriatic wetlands flourish in two brackish pools, setting for countless local tales, another piece in this unique puzzle of natural heritage. The slopes of Mount Conero drop steeply into the blue sea, breaking up into rugged stacks and crags, the most well-known of which are the Two Sisters (le Due Sorelle), right in front of Sirolo, just over 10km from Portonovo. This small town, overlooks untouched beaches, formidable crags and caves. Pine trees rooted in white rocks hang over clear, deep water, swarming with fish, the rolling hills behind are covered with wheat fields, vineyards and olive groves. The last stopping point is Numana, where the its two the souls intermingle. In the most ancient part, white-washed houses and steep alleyways of the ‘Torre’ district where you can breathe in history. The old town centres around the bishops’ palace, which now houses the town hall, facing onto the Piazza del Santuario. In the newer part, instead, there is a small marina and bathing huts and facilities on the beach. 
3rd LEG
PROVINCE OF ASCOLI PICENO – The museums road
PORT OF CALL: 

- Circolo Nautico Sanbenedettese

Via Tamerici, 3

63039 San Benedetto del Tronto

Tel. +39 0735.584255 - Fax +39 0735.594675 info@circolonautico.info, www.circolonautico.info
MEANS OF TRANSPORT: automobile (car-hire operator at San Benedetto del Tronto railway station, about 5 minutes’ walk from the marina); alternatively, Start public transportation lines from the railway station.
Stopping off at San Benedetto del Tronto means not only a chance to enjoy the decidedly exotic feel of the place, taking a stroll along the promenade shaded by palm trees and oleanders, but also the rich heritage of the town, visible in the historic part of the town. The ‘high part’, with its landmark tower, the Torre dei Gualtieri, and the fascinating artefacts on display in its museums. Just a stone’s throw from the harbour is the Museo delle Anfore (the amphora museum); stretching through different eras, this enormous collection of  artefacts found on the seabed reconstruct the extraordinary history of the Mediterranean sea and the Canaanite, Phoenician, Greek, Roman and Byzantine civilisations that sprang up around it. The rich cultural humus of the whole Province of Ascoli means that other towns in the area share with San Benedetto the very same distinctive heritage. Going through the Fontepezzana district, we reach Acquaviva Picena, perched on the hills that slope down to the Adriatic sea, the fourteenth century fort houses a museum collection of weaponry and Italian and European armour used in battle from the fourteenth to the eighteenth century. By venturing further into the outlying areas of the Piceno district, we can get to  Ripatransone. Visitors are led into Medieval streets, winding around impressive sights like the Cathedral, the Baroque architecture of the churches dedicated to Saint Philip and Saint Clair, the palazzo del Podestà (the mayor’s palace), Italy’s narrowest street (just 43 cm wide) and the Corte delle Fonti,  an ancient Medieval wash-house. This particular town stands out for its museums, the Picene farming and handicraft museum, the archaeological museum in the Town hall building, the plaster cast collection of over 100 casts and the art gallery home to paintings dating from the 15th century to today. An absolutely unmissable spot is the small hill-town of Offida, stop to savour its unchanged atmosphere, discover the poetry of the bobbin lace, a traditional craft perfected by the local women from the 1400’s onwards, now on display at the town museum. A visit to the Archaeological museum is a chance to see the Allevi collection of finds, one of the most complete that lets us explore the surrounding era during the Picene era.
4th LEG
PROVINCE OF TERAMO – From the sea to the Calanchi
PORT OF CALL: 

- Porto di Giulianova

Porto Molo sud

64022 Giulianova Lido

Tel. +39 085 8005888 Fax. +39 085 8005888, info@enteportogiulianova.it, www.enteportogiulianova.it
MEANS OF TRANSPORT: automobile (car-hire operator about one kilometre from the harbour); alternatively, Arpa local public transportation lines.

Giulianova is the perfect port of call, not only to soak up the beauty of its coastline and the evocative atmosphere of its old town, but also to set off on a trip to explore the landscape around Teramo, nestled between the sea and the hills. First stop, heading off in southerly direction along the coastal highway is Roseto degli Abruzzi. This resort town has been christened ‘the blooming beach on the sea’ because of its oleander shrubs and rose bushes, their scent wafting through the air from the seafront to the hills. It also boasts a long beach, famed for its fine, golden sand and the enticing shade of the pine woods, perfect for a long, leisurely stroll. Should you choose to visit Pineto you will have the chance to see the two pine woods captured in the work of the Italian poet Gabriele D'Annunzio; one sits right on the water’s edge, the other blankets the hills above. Beyond the outskirts of the town there is the impressive Cerrano tower, one of the fortified watchtowers, built in the 16th Century in response to the Slav and Saracen invasions, which has survived intact. A 10-minute drive along the highway from here takes you to Atri. A real highlight of the inland Teramo area, it sits atop a hill that overlooks the Vomano and Piomba river valleys. The old town is dominated by the ancient Santa Maria Assunta Cathedral and embellished by the 13th-century Palazzo Acquaviva, a pretty Romanic-gothic style courtyard and portico. Along the main street of the town, corso Adriano, you can drop into the local delicatessens to purchase Atri sheep’s milk cheese (pecorino) or a variety of products made with liquorice, well worth trying. However, what really makes Atri so unforgettable is its landscape featuring the calanchi (gullies). These breathtakingly sublime natural rock formations, honed Karst rock shapes, are now a protected natural beauty spot, Riserva Naturale dei Calanchi di Atri, covering 350 hectares and home to a  number of protected animal and plant species. 

5th LEG
LECCE – 19th-century mansions
PORT OF CALL: 

Porto Turistico Marina di Leuca 

Lungomare Cristoforo Colombo

73030 Marina di Leuca

Tel. +39 0833 758687 – Fax +39 0833; portodileuca@virgilio.it; www.portodileuca.it
MEANS OF TRANSPORT:

This itinerary can be covered by bicycle, on a scooter or on foot. Means can be hired from Delcar or Galati. The harbour staff are available to put visitors directly into contact with the hire operators.
Marina Leuca sits at the meeting point between the Eastern and Western Mediterranean, it is one of Apulia’s most beautiful areas, a unique combination of Arab and Moor influences. One of its attractions are the mansions that were built during the 19th Century, indeed, by 1900 43 of them had been completed. Today, only a handful retain their original features; most have been left uninhabited or have been converted to adapt to various uses, such as accommodation for evacuees during the Second World War. Although built in different architectural styles, there are a number of common features that can be spotted in these residences: the facade of each mansion is framed by parkland which, to the rear of the mansion-building becomes vegetable gardens and orchards. In each park there is a rain-water well and a chapel dedicated to the Madonna. Another typical feature are the bathing huts on the rocky waterfront, called ‘bagnarole’. Built either in wood or brick they allowed the ladies to enjoy a summer-time dip secluded from prying eyes. Of all the mansions of Marina di Leuca the most noteworthy are: Villa Daniele built in a marvellous Moorish style with Arab and Spanish features; Then we have the neoclassicism of Villa Arditi, built by Giuseppe Magliola in 1857. Legend has it that Peter, the apostle, passing through on his way to Leuca, to begin his journey towards Rome, stopped at this very place leaving behind a footprint. Villa La Meridiana, instead was built in 1874, its name comes from the sun-dial erected on its facade near the main entrance. Villa Mellacqua, instead, was designed in 1878 based on the layout of a castle, and finally Villa Episcopio, built in 1881, a stylish construction recalling Chinese pagodas. These mansions are not usually open to the public, however, at the beginning of summer the one-day Ville in Festa event allows visitors to see inside these impressive stately homes. 
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